Theology I

WCF 25 & 26—Communion of the Saints & the Church


Preston Graham Jr. & Tolivar Wills

Intro:  Where spirituality is “in,” organized religion and even “church” are often perceived as harmful or non-essential. 

What are some of the ways people express this attitude toward the church?  Why do you think this is so?  

This, of course, raises the question, is the church an essential element of the gospel or not?   

Can we agree, with one voice, with our confessional forefathers, that the “church” is “out of which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.”? (WCF 25.2)  Chapters 25 & 26 help us to address this very question!  
I. Scriptural Considerations  

Old Testament references: 

Gen.15; 26:24

Exodus 29:42; 40:34

Num.35:34
Deuteronomy 12:5

Lev. 22:3

Ps.76.2

New Testament References: 

Jn. 6:25-59; 7:39

Jn.  13:35; 14:26; 15
Jn.  17:21-23

I Cor. 10:15-16

Eph. 1:22-23; 2:19-22

Mt. 28:18-20

So what?  What bearing does this have on our lives? Spiritually & relationally?  With those outside the church?  

