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Chapter 18: Assurance of Grace and Salvation
I. Historical Perspective

a. By way of introduction, and especially in regard to the American context, it has been argued that there were two different Puritan perspectives in America on the question of Christian assurance, and especially what the Christian ought to examine as their basis for assurance. It should be noted that both sides held to the doctrine of justification by faith alone, it’s rather how to interpret “but faith is never alone” in regard to Christian assurance that the debate centered.  According then to Stephen Clark, in his “Jonathan Edwards: The Assurance of Salvation and the Care of the Church” (The Assembling of Ourselves Together, e.d John Vance) 
b. First, what do you think is meant by “Christian Assurance?”  
· One school emphasized “human works as playing a significant role both in preparation for and assurance of salvation.” (We should of course especially keep in mind the Puritan “covenantal” context: civil privileges were associated with spiritual status such as to leave churches filled with “nominal” Christians.)   
Thomas Shepherd: (Series of weekly sermons on the ten virgins) 

Object 4:  “But I look for Christ, and wait for him, and desire him, and all that are wise think well of me” 

Ans.  You may do all this, and yet you may be found foolish, for all this.  Evangelical work, which is accompanied with salvation in some, it may be hypocritical in thee; and therefore take heed you do not take shows for substance (Works, 2:196) 

· The other school as illustrated by John Cotton, “placed an emphasis on the immediacy of God’s love.”  And while he affirmed that sanctification was a necessary evidence of justification, “the one of them giving good evidence of the other,” he all the same understood works as having a secondary role in the assurance of salvation. (Labor is the joyful return for grace already received)
In the Gospel the promise is made to Christ, so that give me Christ and I claim my right to the promise and to all the comforts and blessings thereof . . . because all the promises are given to Christ, and all the conditions fulfilled in Christ, and the revealing of both is by the revealing of Christ given of grace so freely to the Soul.

II. Biblical Perspective

a. What is the Biblical evidence that faith is never alone? 

James 2:24  (see context: James 2:18)  
1 John 1:6-7 (see context v.8-10)  

b. What then is the Biblical evidence against examining any specific performance of works as a basis for assurance? 
Gal. 3:11
2Cor. 13:5
1Cor. 11:28
Eph. 2:8-9

III.  Confessional Perspective

a.  Read Section 1: Expressions such as “certainly assured” and “infallible assurance” are often the source of misunderstanding.  These expressions may be understood either subjectively or objectively, and are often understood subjectively.  

What difference does it make if one understands them objectively?  
b.  From the first clause in section 2, does it appear that the Assembly understood these expressions subjectively, or objectively?

c.  Read Section 2: Does this infallible assurance so belong to the essence of faith that anyone who believes always or automatically have it? (Cf. Section 3) What did the divines mean, "this infallible assurance doth not so belong to the essence of faith"?

d. Section 2: The meaning of the "witness of the Holy Spirit to our spirits" has been much debated—the key passage being Romans 8:15-16.   
As you reflect upon this passage, what do you think?   
How does Romans 5:1-5 give light to this debate?  (Notice especially the role of the Holy Spirit in this passage in relation to the doctrine of perseverance.) 



e.  Section 4: Can a person "lose assurance" according to the Confession?
What are the things that may shake, diminish, or interrupt one’s assurance of salvation according to the confession? 



What is the solution? 



How then do we respond to the popular idea of a "carnal (backslid) Christian"?

f.  What does all this have to do with the Lord's Supper? 
If a person falls into some grievous sin, should he/she partake of the Lord’s Supper that week?   
What then is the basis of our assurance? 
What exactly do we “examine” relative to the basis of our assurance, and how does the Lord’s Supper assist us in this? 

