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Perseverance

Preston Graham Jr. & Tolivar Wills

Chapter 17: Of Perseverance of the Saints
I. Introduction

What do you think is meant by Perseverance of the Saints?  

II. Biblical Perspective

a. Jeremiah 31:3; Jer. 32:40

b. John 10:27-30; I John 3:9
c. Lk.22:32
d. 2 Cor.5:1ff

e. Rom. 5:1ff

f. Romans 8:16ff

g. Heb.7:25; Heb. 10:10-14; Heb. 9:12-15

h. Phil. 1:6

J. 2 Th.3:3

K. I Pet.1:5

III.   Historical Perspective
1.The Title of this chapter has an ancient lineage with great contemporary import.   Dating all the way back to the fifth century A.D. St. Augustine penned his On the Gift of Perseverance in response to the teachings of Pelagius in On Nature and Grace and On The Possibility Of Not Sinning.   The ancient controversy again surfaced in the 19th century between “Old School” and “New School” Presbyterians.
“By 396 Augustine was already advocating that people were innately sinful and desperately dependent upon God's unmerited grace for salvation.  (Augustine's Ad Simplicianum was finished in A.D. 396).  At about the same time, the British Monk, Pelagius, while teaching in Rome began to circulate a "diametrically opposed doctrine of human nature" and the viability of free will and human responsibility unto salvation and sanctification.

According to Pelagius, since a primary feature of human nature was described as the innate "capacity" to do either good or evil, the "possibility of not sinning" for Pelagius was very real.  Pelagius's doctrines pertaining to free will and his dispute with the doctrine of original sin in his On the Possibility of Not Sinning is clearly the culmination of his theological system.  In that God could not commission that which could not be obeyed, Pelagius asked, "How can we possibly refuse to accept that a man can be without sin, when we are ready to admit that nothing impossible has either been forbidden or commanded?"(On the Possibility of Not Sinning, p.169)  For scriptural support, Pelagius utilized the command in Leviticus 19:2, "You shall be holy for I, the Lord your God, am holy."  And also, Pelagius used from the teaching of Christ in Matthew 5:48, "You must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect."  And finally, he employed the teachings of Paul in Philippians 2:14-15, "Do all things... that you may be blameless and innocent, as the children of God."(Ibid. p.169)

In contrast, Augustine spoke of perseverance rather than perfection in this life.  He notes that "the perseverance by which we persevere in Christ even to the end is the gift of God."(On the Gift of Perseverance).  For Augustine, no one lives in this corruptible body, however righteous he may be, without sins of some kind.  Therefore, the evidence of true election in Christ was not perfection but rather perseverance until death. Ultimately, Augustine grounded his doctrine of perseverance upon the doctrine of predestination, which explains why his treatise on the gift of perseverance is the second book in the treatise On the Predestination of the Saints.
”
III. Confessional Perspective

a. Section 1, the Assembly affirmed in very full language what is stated briefly in Philippians 1:6, “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ”.  
i. When did the "work" begin?  

ii. What are some ways that it will be completed?  

iii. Is this the same as “once saved always saved”?
b. Section 2: Does the perseverance of the saints depend on the saints or on God?  Specifically, upon what things does the perseverance of the saints depend?  

i. How does the confession ground this doctrine?  Notice especially how this doctrine is “theology applied.” 
c. Section 3: Do persevering saints ever fall into grievous sins, or continue in them, for a time?
i. What are the consequences of saints falling into sin?  What, if anything, do they (the elect) "lose?"  Observe therefore the difference between “perseverance” and “assurance.”
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